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INTRODUCTION
The Joint DecLaration signed in BeLgrade on 2 December 1976 at the end of the
officiaL visit by Mr Van der StoeL, then President of the CounciL of the
European Communities, and Mr F.O. GundeLach, Member of the Commission, marks
a turning-point in reLations between the Community and YugosLavia.
This ~ecLaration constitutes the charter of reLations between YugosLavia
and the Community.
In the DecLaration YugosLavia expressed its wish to strengthen its coope-
ration Links with the EEC on the basis of equaLity between the Parties and
YugosLavia's speciaL position as a non-aLigned, Mediterranean country which
is a member of the Group of 77.
The Cooperation Agreement between YugosLavia and the Community, initiaLLed
on 25 February 1980, meets these requirements.
1. COMMUNITY-YUGOSLAVIA RELATIONS
The 1973 Agreement
The initiaL non-preferentiaL Agreement, signed in BrusseLs in 1970, covered
a period of three years and expired on 30 ApriL 1973. It was succeeded by
a five-year Agreement signed in 1973, which was in force up to 30 September
1978 and was tacitLy extended.
Under the terms of this Agreement the two Parties accorded each other most-
favoured-nation treatment.
The roLe assigned to the EEC-YugosLavia Joint Committee is an important
aspect of the Agreement.
The Agreement contains an 'evoLutive' cLause. YugosLavia and the Community
wiLL be abLe to deveLop economic cooperation as a compLementary eLement to
trade in areas of mutuaL interest in the Light of deveLopments in the
Community's economic poLicies.
Since 1974 reLations between the Community and YugoLavia have been inten-
sified at the LeveL of MinisteriaL meetings and the Joint Committee.
Sir Christopher Soames' visit to BeLgrade in ApriL 1974 was foLLowed by that
of Mr OrtoLi, President of the Commission, in June 1975.
The President of the FederaL Executive CounciL of the SociaList FederaL
RepubLic of YugosLavia, Mr Bijedic, visited the Commission on 19 February
1976. This was the first visit to the Commission of a YugosLav Head of
Government.
The EEC-YugosLavia Joint Committee met for the first time, at MinisteriaL·
LeveL, in BrusseLs on 24 JuLy 1975.
The Community expressed its interest in seeking measures to check the growth
of Yugoslavia's trade deficit with the Nine. The two Parties decided to
impLement the evoLutive cLause in the 1973 Agreement by setting up two
subcommittees, one for agriculture and one for industry, with the task
of gathering information required for the deveLopment of economic cooperation
in areas of common interest and examining projects to deveLop such cooperation
on the markets of the Community and YugosLavia and on the markets of other
countries.-2-
The Joint Committee met at MinisteriaL LeveL in BrusseLs on 29 March 1977.
The Yugoslav and Community Delegations noted the necessity of commencing
preparations for negotiations aimed at the concLusion of a new agreement
with a wider field of application to replace the current Agreement.
This new agreement was to facilitate among other things a more dynamic
development of trade and to encourage new forms of cooperation covering the
areas cited in the Joint DecLaration.
The Joint Committee, desiring to give a practical follow-up to the guide-
Lines laid down in the Declaration, decided to set up a subcommittee with
the task of identifying sectors and studying projects in line with the
Declaration.
A third meeting of the Joint Committee was held at MinisteriaL level in
Belgrade on 27 October 1977.
Both parties stressed the progress achieved by the subcommittee for economic
cooperation set up at the meeting in March 1977. This subcommittee, which
met in BrusseLs on 26 May 1977 and in Zagreb on 22 September 1977, pinpointed
the sectors in which intensified cooperation was to be pursued: medium-term
economic policy, balance of payments, transport, environment, labour,
scientific and technicaL cooperation.
During the second haLf of 1977 a nureber of European personaLities visited
Yugoslavia.
Mr W. Haferkamp, Vice-President of the Commission with speciaL responsibility
for ·externaL relations, v{sited BeLgrade from 11 to 17 September 1977 with
a view to investigating ways and means of strengthening cooperation between
Yugoslavia and the Community.
Mr Henri Simonet, then President of the Council, during an official visit
to the Yugoslav capitaL on 23 and 24 September 1977, stressed the importance
of even closer relations between the Community and YugosLavia.
On 17 January 1978 the CounciL approved draft directives to the Commission
for the opening of negotiations with Yugoslavia. In the course of the first
two negotiating sessions which took pLace in March and April 1978, it became
cLear that the scope of the directives wouLd have to be enlarged.
FoLLowing discussion of the matter by the CounciL on 6 June and expLoratory
taLks between Mr Haferkamp and the YugosLav authorities in June 1978, the
Commission drew up fresh offers.
On 6 February 1979 the Council. adopted new proposals for directives.
The second phase of negotiations began in July 1979. The outcome was that
the Community agreed to improve ~s offer above all in the field of trade.
The Council, at its meeting in January 1980, decided that the negotiati\)ns
shouLd be concLuded swiftly. The third phase of negotiations Commenced
on 1 February.
Financial coopera~ion
A decision taken by the Board of Governors of the European Investment Bank
on 22 December 1976 authorized the EIB to grant Loans from its own resources
amounting to 50 miLLion u.a~1~or the financing of projects of mutuaL interest
to YugosLavia and the Community.
(1) 1 u.a.= USD 1.37 = Din 25-3-
In November 1977 the Bank made an initiaL Loan for an amount of 25 miLLion
u.a (approximateLy Din 625 miLLion) to heLp finance the extension of the
high tension eLectricity network and its connection to the Greek and ItaLian
networks, and via the Latter to the networks of other European countries.
YugosLavia received a second Loan of 25 niLLion u.a in November 1978 as a
contribution to the financing of five sections of the future trans-Yugoslavia
motorway to repLace the existing two-Lane highway. T~e road wiLL be 1200 km
in Length and ~liLL constitute the keystone of the YugosLav road network,
providing the most direct Link between the Community on the one hand and
Greece, Turkey and the MiddLe East on the other. In this context,it is of
speciaL importance to both YugosLavia and the Community, is Greece's
accession wiLL resuLt in an expansion of transit traffic through YugosLav
territory.
These two financing decisions faLL within the framework of the policy of
cooperation between the European Community and YugosLavia defined in the
BeLgrade DecLaration of December 1976.
Under the new Cooperation Agreement initiaLLed on 25 February 1980, a
sum of 200 miLLion u.a. wiLL be made avaiLabLe to YugosLavia in the form
of EIB Loans over a period of five years.
2. YUGOSLAVIA AND THE GENERALIZED PREFERENCES
The Community's generaLized system of preferences (GSP) consists in compLete
freedom from customs duty on aLL manufactures and semi-manufactures, and
partiaL immunity for certain processed agricul:uraL products without any
ceiling. Three hundred and ten agricuLturaL products are at present covered
by the system.
In the case of industriaL products, butoirs or maximum ~mounts are fixed for
each country benefiting from the scheme. These pLace a Limit in the form of a
given percentage on the portion which each country is entitLed to use of
the ceiLings and quotas Laid down for the different products.
YugosLavia is one of the countries which have derived most benefit from the
generaLized preferences schemes introduced by the Community un 1 JuLy 1971.
It was the biggest user of the scheme in 1978, reaching the figure of
435 774 000 EUA.
This iLLustrates the particuLarLy important position that YugosLavia occupies
with regard to utiLization of Community preferences. As YugosLavia is one of
the most deveLoped countries among the ben€ficiar·i~s of the GSP, a number of
probLems have arisen in respect of sensitive industriaL sectors.
The new Agreement does not prevent YugosLavia from continuing to be a
beneficiary country under the Community's generaLized preferences scheme.
3. THE ARRANGEMENT REGARDING INTERNATIONAL TRADE IN TEXTILES AND YUGOSLAVIA
The 'MuLtifibre Arrangement' (MFA), which was approved by the CounciL on
behaLf of the Community on 21 March 1974, repLaced the Long-term Agreement
regarding InternationaL Trade in Cotton TextiLes and was renewed for a
period of four years at the CounciL meeting of 20 December 1977.
An initiaL agreement on textiLe trade between the EEC and YugosLavia to cover
the years 1976 and 1977 was signed on 25 June 1976. A second agreement,
concLuded on 23 December 1977, runs untiL 31 December 1982. It concerns
onLy the quantitative aspects.-4-
This agreement provides that YugosLavia shaLL exercise voLuntary restraint
of its exports of a number of textiLe products of YugosLav origin.
The main products subject to this voLuntary restraint are the foLLowing
cotton yarn,
cotton fabrics,
woven fabrics of discontilAuous man-made fibres,
knitted undergarments,
puLLovers,
trousers for men and women,
wom=n's bLouses,
[,len'S shirts.
The quantities of other sensitive products are subject to monitoring.
The new generaLized preferences scheme proposed for 1980 estabLishes a Link
between the MuLtifibre Arrangement and the GSP.
The new preferences scheme for textiLes wiLL be based on the same cLassifi-
cation of products in categories as that introduced on a quantitative basis
under the MFA.
Each country which has concLuded a voLuntary restraint agreement with the
Community wiLL be entitLed for each category of products to individuaL quota
shares covered by tariff exemptions. The quota shares wiLL be determined
in the Light of the degree of competitiveness of each GSP benefic~ary
country.
Within the framework of the voLuntary restraint LeveLs estabLished under
the biLateraL agreement, tariff exemption has been accorded under the new
Agreement according to a variabLe percentage of those voLuntary restraint
LeveLs. These new tariff arrangements are vastLy more advantageous to
YugosLavia than the arrangements appLicabLe to it under the preferences
scheme for 1980. Six months before the biLateraL agreement expires, the
Community and YugosLavia wiLL estabLish the arrangements which wiLL
subsequentLy appLy to textiLe products.
4. YUGOSLAVIA AND SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL COOPERATION
Since 1971 a YugosLav deLegate ha~ been attending meetings of the 'Scientific
and TechnicaL Cooperation' (COST) group, which operates under the auspices
of the CounciL of mihisters.and incLudes, in addition to the nine Community
cou~tries, Norway, Fin~and, PortugaL, Sweden, SwitzerLand, Greece, Turkey and Spain.
YugosLavia has participated in agreements in the fieLds of teLecommunications,
met~LLurgy, and poLLution of air, water, etc.
It has aLso signed an agreement on the setting-up of a meteoroLogicaL centre
on the territory of the United Kingdom.
The Commission recentLy approved and forwarded to the CounciL a research
programme based on YugosLav proposaLs, covering the foLLowing four agricuL-
tura L schemes :
(i)
(i i)
(iii)
(i v)
maize as a basic feedingstuff for cattLe intended for sLaughter;
the production of proteins and their use in animaL feed;
mineraL enrichment of basic crops;
earLy weaning of pigLets.-5-
This programme, which is spread over five years, wiLL require a financiaL
contribution of around 13 miLLion EUA (approximateLy Din 325 miLLion) from
the Member States of the European Community.
The Commission wiLL aLso finance directLy the coordination work, which,it
is ~stimated,wiLL cost 1.76 miLLion EUA (approximat~Ly Din 44 miLLion).
5. EEC-YUGOSLAVIA COOPERATION AGREEMENT
This Agreement, which has been concLuded for an unLimited period, is the
onLy one of its kind.
In the trade fieLd the aim of the Agreement is to promote trade between the
Contracting Parties, due account being taken of their respective LeveLs of
deveLopment and the need to ensure a better baLance in their trade, with a
view to improving the conditions of access for YugosLav products to the
Community market. This objective is to be achieved in stages. The duration
of the first stage under the trade arrangements Laid down by the Agreement
is set at five years. One year before expiry of the first stage, the Con-
tracting Parties wiLL open negotiations in accordance with the procedure
adopted for the negotiation of the Agreement itseLf, to determine the
trade arrangements that are to appLy subsequentLy, in the Light of the
resuLts of the Agreement and of the economic situation in YugosLavia and the
Community.
YugosLavia wiLL grant the Community most-favoured-nation treatment.
Once the Agreement is in force, imports of YugosLav industriaL products wiLL
be free of customs duties and quantitative restrictions, subject to a system
of tariff ceiLings for certain primary products, on which the duties wiLL
be reduced in stages, and a Limited number of other products. In addition,
the Community and YugosLavia ~liLL determine,in the Cooperation CounciL,
speciaL conditions g~verning access to the Community market for certain
~roducts considered to be particuLarLy sensitive.
In agricuLture, the Agreement makes provision for specific tariff concessions
on products of particuLar interest to YugosLavia, such as moreLLo cherries,
sLivovica, wine and Macedonian tobacco, and for a reduction of the Levy on
imports of "baby beef" within the Limits of a monthLy quota of 2 900 tonnes.
YugosLavia wiLL be abLe to introduce or increase customs duties or quanti-
tative restrictions in so far as such measures are necessary for its
industriaLization and economic deveLopment.
The cooperation instituted by the Agreement is comprehensive.
IndustriaL cooperation wiLL be extended. The Agreement proposes that the
Business Cooperation Centre shouLd be opened to YugosLav undertakings.
(The function of the Centre is to bring into contact smaLL and medium-sized
firms of different nationaLities which are i~terested in cooperating or
working more cLoseLy with each other).
Meetings wiLL be organized between industriaL poLicy-makers, promoters and
economic agents in Yugo~Lavia and the Community.
Cooperation in the fieLds of energy and scientific and technoLogicaL
research wiLL be extended to new areas not currentLy covered by COST.
In the field of energy, Community and YugosLav undertakings wiLL be
encouraged to participate in research, production and processing programmes
in connection with Yugo~Lavia's energy resourCES.-6-
The aim of cooperation in agricuLture wiLL be to intensify exchanges of
information on the guideLines of the respective agricuLturaL poLicies
and to seek ways of achieving compLementarity.
In the transport sector, t~e aim of cooperation wiLL be to bring about
improvements in transport services and traffic.
Provision is made for promoting cooperation in the sphere of tourism and
in the environmentaL and fisheries sectors.
In the fieLd of Labour, the Agreement accords YugosLav workers freedom from
discrimination in the matter of empLoyment conditions. The Agreement wiLL
be suppLemented by an exchange of Letters providing for exchanges of views
between the authorities of YugosLavia and the Member States on the situation
of YugosLav workers in the Community, notabLy the sociaL and cuLturaL
aspects.
The Agreement aLso stipuLates that the two parties are to devote particuLar
attention to cooperation activities to promote the free zone estabLished
between ItaLy and YugosLavia by the Osimo Agreements, which is of major
importance for the deveLopment of economic reLations between the Community
and YugosLavia.
The Agreement provides for the estabLishment of a Cooperation CounciL to
ensure that the Agreement's aims are attained and that it functions properLy.
SpeciaL provisions have been incLuded to give the Cooperation CounciL a
particuLar roLe. One of its functions is to impLement unique cooperation
procedures which wiLL enabLe the Contracting Parties to find joint soLutions
to any probLems which might arise, so that economic and trade cooperation
can deveLop in accordance with the Agreement, notwithstanding the difficuLt
internationaL economic situation.
6. CONCLUSION
The Cooperation Agreement breaks new ground and by taking in a number of
sectors of cooperation goes considerabLy further than the other Mediterranean
agreements.
It wiLL enabLe YugosLavia and the European Community to give concrete expression
to the BeLgrade Joint DecLaration by providing them with the means of
strengthening deepening and diversifying their cooperation Links.
The pLanned opening by the Commission of a Community DeLegation in BeLgrade
in the near future wiLL provide impetus in this direction: it wiLL heLp
towards a better understanding of mutuaL probLems and wiLL contribute to
the deveLopment of a fruitfuL coLLaboration.-7-
Annex
Trend of trade between YugosLavia and the European Community
YugosLavia was in 12th position among Community customers in 1978.
It occupied 25th pLace among Community suppLiers in 1968 and 1975 and
26th pLace in 1978.
In 1978 more than 23 % of YugosLav exports went to the Community and
38.4 % of its imports were of EEC origin.Community exports to YugosLavia
(milLion EUA)(1)(Z)
Year 1968 1973 1974 1975 1976 1977 1978 January!
June 1979
808 1785 2828 2783 2686 3567 3706 2139
% growth 100 221 350 344 332 441 459
Community imports from YugosLavia (milLion EUA)
Year 1968 1973 1974 1975 1976 1977 1978 January!
June 1979
480 1169 1193 1041 1459 1569 1640 926
%growth 100 244 249 217 304 327 342
00
Community trade baLance with YugosLavia
(milLion EUA)
Year 1968 1973 1974 1975 1976 1977 1978 January!
June 1979
BaLance + 328 + 616 +1635 +1742 +1228 +1996 +2066 +1213
(1) 1 EUA = USD 1.37 in 1979
(2) Source: SOEC (StatisticaL Office of the European Communities-9-
Yugoslavia's trade balance with the Community shows a deficit. This is due
both to its import drive, based primarily on efforts to equip Yugoslav
industry, and to the structure of its exports, approximately 30 %of which
are primary products and agricultural products (meat, maize, wine, etc.)
However, over 70 %of its exports to the Community are in the form of
machinery, equipment, manufactured goods and chemicals.
Yugoslavia's trade deficit with the Community totalled 53 %of its overall
trade deficit in 1974, 62 % in 1975 and 1976, 56 % in 1977 and 58 % in 1978.
Yugoslav exports to the Community may be broken d:wn into large product
categories as follows:
1974 1975 1976 1977 1978
Industrial products % 77.2 76.3 75.5 76.1 77.6
Agricultural p"oducts % :22.8 23.7 24.5 23.9 22.4